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EAU DE LACOSTE L.12.12 

THE LACOSTE POLOSHIRT IN A FRAGRANCE COLLECTION 
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DESIGNED TO INTRIGUE 
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Engineered for men who don't 
believe in gravity. 
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BOURBON SO GOOD 

THE BARRELS MISS IT. 













Aquaphor 


Making every workout count means paying attention to the de 
ointment for your skin to properly fueling and organizing your 
your workout and see a difference. 


Aquaphor 
















































IT'S CHRISTMAS MORNING. 
YOUR KIDS LOVE 
THEIR GIFTS. 

THEY CALLED YOUR OFFICE 
TO TELL YOU. 













ErmenegildoZegna and Merino wool 

A timeless passion for quality and style 



MERINO. NO FINER FEELING- A 


























ind Woolmark Company; the two signed the first 




of today and definitely of tomorrow. 



Ermenegildo Zegna 


Passion for Wool 



ErmenegildoZegna and Woolmark: 

a common passion for wool 


MERINO. NO FINER FEELING. 41 



I BY INVITATION ONLY1 











® TOYOTA 































































HSTYLEAGENDAb 
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ELIMINATE REGIFTING. 































RAYMOND WEIL 


GENEVE 

















































































































Style 


START WITH YOUR SHIRT, 

THEN CHOOSE YOUR TIE 























NEVER HIDE 

LIGHTER, 

THINNER, 

STRONGER. 
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VISIT RAY-BAN.COM 












































































































TALK ABOUT 


Tpm 


877-PERFECT 


































LISTEN OUT LOUD 



SONOS 
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THE YEAR IN 

SMTSHOWS 

TOOLBAR MELTDOWNS AND BUDGET STANDOFFS, CRUMBLING DICTATORS 
AND RIOTING CANADIANS—NOT TO MENTION A COUPLE DEVASTATING 

TORMS, THE FALL OF THE FOUNDATION OF PHYSICS, AND A PREGNANT MAID 

THE ONLY THING FOR CERTAIN ABOUT 2011 WAS CHAOS. 

BY STEPHEN MARCHE 

i literally, some- 

I_ J _oehaved like an 

tent crystal-meth addict with rage 
issues. Tempests shook. Foundations trem¬ 
bled. It was the year when all that was solid melted in¬ 
to air and all that was clear grew cloudy and all that we 
assumed to be safe and obvious turned out to be dan¬ 
gerous and confusing. The world’s inner unpredict¬ 
ability, the chaotic messiness of the whole business, v _ 

shuddered to the surface and ruined the luxury of calm and order. This 
year things simply refused to do what we expected. We zipped from 
one crisis to another, without time to grasp or to digest or to consider. 

The ground gave out beneath our feet intellectually as well as phys¬ 
ically. A tsunami demolished not only the coast of Japan but al- a 
so the well-laid plans of most industrial countries for generating w 



OF INTEGRITY 
AND INNOVATION. 














sustainable power in the future. The omens were garishly over-the- 
top: One day an earthquake cracks the facade of the National Cathe¬ 
dral in Washington and the next Hurricane Irene threatens to rip parts 
down. The Arab world, without prompting, without any warningfrom 
Middle East experts, without much of a reason at all, decided that the 
tyranny under which it had been living for half a century had to end. 
And now. Immediately. When the system collapsed, it fell apart like 
Michael Jackson’s face, not bit by bit but all atonce.^ 

pending chaos: Washington’s decades of decline, with its vicious par¬ 
tisanship, gridlock, and the most shortsighted thinking imaginable, 
finally began to have consequences. In August, Standard & Poor’s, an 
agency that once upon a time gave AAA ratings to CDOs backed by 
subprime mortgages, suddenly decided that the United States govern¬ 
ment might not be able to pay off its debt—America might not be able 
to pay off its debt to China. If you had predicted that outcome even 
five years ago, you would have been either ignored or committed. 

Not that these grand geopolitical shifts were even the most surpris¬ 
ing or unnerving moments of the year’s all-pervasive order-crumbling. 
Small everyday assumptions, it turned out, could no longer be taken for 
granted. Canadians rioted. The pope tweeted. After three horrific sui¬ 
cides over the summer, we learned that hockey goons are not tough a 
guys; they live in a state of extreme psychological vulnerability. In 





























AN UP 


MITCH 






September, when scientists announced that they believed they might 
have discovered a particle that travels faster than the speed of light, 
the news could not have come at a more perfect moment. You know 
that little fact we’ve been hanging our entire conception of physics on? 
Oops. As Alvaro De Rujula of CERN, the European physics center, put 
it, “If it is true, then we truly haven’t understood anything about any¬ 
thing.” Which may as well be the motto for the year. I mean, what’s 
next? Women don’t actually find George Clooney attractive? What they 
really want is Jason Alexander during his fat period? 

Even the scandals this year had a chaotic flavor to them, a brutal 
randomness at their core. Schwarzenegger, DSK, Sheen—their lusts 
are different from those of Clinton or Eliot Spitzer, nastier, less consid¬ 
ered. Whatever other faults Spitzer possessed—and they were enough 
to inspire a hit television show—the man had taste. He was capable, 
even in career suicide, of making aesthetic distinctions. He bought 
himself a ten. Arnie just grabbed the maid. Sheen may be the icon of 
the year for the simple fact that he has channeled his barbarism into 
a somewhat workable version of how to fall apart while riding high. 
(Or is it the other way around?) He represents a new and diminished 
ideal for a world of wild disorder: Surf the tsunami. 

What does it all amount to? Remember when everybody made fun 
of Donald Rumsfeld, that prophet of the unknown unknown, for 
saying “stuff happens”? Now it seems like the smartest thing any- w 

















one’s said in the past decade. “The only wisdom we can hope to ac¬ 
quire / Is the wisdom of humility,” T. S. Eliot wrote. “Humility is end¬ 
less.” The most encouraging aspect of this year of chaos is that the 
human race didn’t come off all that badly among all the unprecedented 
ruination. During the disasters themselves, the selfishness of quotidi¬ 
an life, the ordinary beggar-my-neighbor zero-sum game of our every¬ 
day struggles momentarily evaporated. After the nuclear meltdown 
in Fukushima, hundreds of elderly Japanese engineers volunteered 
to clean up the mess, so that the cancers that would inevitably result 
from exposure to nuclear waste wouldn’t kill younger people. The 
tornado that swept through Joplin, Missouri, in May left in its wake 
stories of heroism and selfless generosity. The same during Irene, the 
same during the earthquake. Our best stuff comes out during the shit- 
storm. Society, like marriage, works best in a crisis. 

These reprieves should be cherished because, unfortunately, the 
next test won’t be far in the future. The prospective catastrophes of 
2011 were somehow even more terrifying than the ones that actually 
happened. Hurricane Irene graciously demurred from destroying 
New York, but she raised the quite real possibility that Wall Street 
will someday look like New Orleans. The economy, Europe, the Mid¬ 
dle East, the weather, everything, everything is churning, roiling with 
more turmoil. Increased volatility is the only safe bet. That’s the a 
only future we know is coming, m w 



‘...unlike anything else 
on morning television, 


“Appallingly 
entertaining.” 
THE NEWiORKER 


• mormnq America s conversation starts here 

JCG WEEKDAYS 6-9n 
















PERFECTION 
EiAS A DARKER SIDE. 
























































FOUR OUT OF FIVE 
VENZA OWNERS 
WERE TOO BUSY 
TO ANSWER OUR 
SURVEY. 


@ TOYOTA 


Animal Kingdom, a 20-to-l long shot who^ 


































































BRITISH AIRWAYS 
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CARTERIZATIQN 
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AMERICANS 

We are Americans. 

We are dreamers. We take chances, we fight, 
we go against the grain. We give. We lead. We are 
willing to fail and willing to dare to succeed. We 
laugh and drink and eat too much and believe in 
the promise of a good life for every person. We are 
survivors and strivers, reinventors and reimag- 
iners. We don’t agree on everything, but we are 
bound by a shared ethos that supersedes ideology 
and class and party. We are patriots, all of us. 

The twenty people before you did something, 
or many things, in 2011 that displayed our best 
qualities as a people. They are the Esquire 
Americans of the Year. 










Mark_ 

Kelly, 

American 

MANY LARGE STRAINS OF CURRENT AMERICAN HISTORY ARE 
CONTAINED IN THE COMPRESSED STORY OF HIS YEAR 



BY CHRIS JONES/- 
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Julie 

Taymor, 

^American 

THERE’S SOMETHING TD BE SAID FOR AMBITION 
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Rais Bhuiyan, American 

IF SOMEONE 
SHOT YOU IN THE 
FACE AND LEFT 
YOU FOR 
DEAD, WOULD 
YOU TRY TO 
SAVE HIS LIFE? 


BY MIKE SAGER / 























































































Miff! 















































































Todd Carmichael, American 

CAN 

YOU SAVE 
HAITI 
WITH 
COFFEE? 

































































































































































FUGATE 

AMERICAN 


AFTER KATRINA, FEMA WSm SET 

WAS AN EMBARRASSMENT. K] V d , 'I 
THIS YEAR, THE AGENCY’S 

BUSIEST EVER, A NEW LEADER SS&55SK 
BROUGHT REDEMPTION. 


BYTOMCHIflRELLA/" 


PHOTOGRAPH BY MELISSA GOIDEN 




























































































































































Hear the buzz? 
















HUNGRY? 


The Paul Fredrick 
’erformance Wool Blazer 
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Easy to use. Easy to afford. 



kindle fire |$199 
































www.yslbeautyus.com 



L'HOMME 


SHEER AAAGNETISM 





